TOXIC TRAINSIN NEW YORK STATE
AND WHAT YOU

CAN DO ABOUT THEM
The Problem

Compared to other transportation sectors, very little has been done since
September 11, 2001 to improve the security of the country’ s railways hauling
hazardous materials. Ninety-five percent of the most dangerous chemicals are
shipped by rail; chlorine gas accounts for the majority of risk. These materials,
including chlorine used for water disinfection and chemical production, have the
potential to serve as “weapons of mass destruction.” Trains regularly carry
hazardous loads in close proximity to our homes, businesses, schools and daycare
centers. But accidents happen: trains derail, collide, and otherwise suffer accidents
leading to human casualties, evacuations, property and environmental damage
caused by their hazardous loads among other factors. Iragi insurgents are now
using chlorine in attacks against US troops.

Since 2004, at least 11 CSXT trains
carrying toxic freight have been
involved in accidentsin New Y ork.
Nearly 600 freight rail accidents
happened in New Y ork from 2000
through 2006, up from 391
accidents in the previous seven
years. And that’ s without help from
terrorists.

American intelligence agencies are

aware that al-Qaedaisinterested in

targeting U.S. railroads. In 2002,

the F.B.l. found photographs of U.S. railroad engines, cars and crossingsin an al-
Qaeda operative' s possession. In 2006, an a-Qaeda plot to use cyanide gason a
NY C subway was uncovered. In 2003, an FBI specialist in weapons of mass
destruction warned, “Y ou’ ve heard about sarin and other chemical weaponsin the
news. But it’sfar easier to attack arail car full of toxic industrial chemicalsthan it
Isto compromise the security of amilitary base and obtain these materials.”




How You Can Help

Common sense precautionsto avoid rail-borne chemical disaster in the near
term, and longer term initiativesto find substitutes for hazar dous materials,
arereadily available. Threethingsyou might do to help reducetherisk of
toxictrainsin New York:

First, read CEC's new report Toxic Trains and Public Safety in New York:
The Case for Urgent Action available free of charge at <cectoxic.org>.
This fact sheet may also be downloaded and reproduced.

Second, send an e-mail or fax to Governor Spitzer from our website urging
him to issue executive orders mandating environmentally preferable
purchasing by state agencies, and requiring planning and action to find
safer substitutes for some of the most dangerous chemicals (PBTS). The
Sate should take the lead in moving the marketplace to greener, less toxic
products, improving public and environmental health, and providing
opportunities for green entrepreneurs in the Innovation Economy.

Third, urge your local government to pass a toxic train re-routing
ordinance. A sample ordinance is in the report In the absence of state and
federal action, our cities and towns must require the safest routes possible
for some of the most dangerous cargos imaginable.
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Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world;
indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.

—Margaret Mead




